
 
Southwest Area High School 

Environmental Conditions Summary 
 

HISTORICAL 
 
The larger tract of land which encompasses the proposed Southwest Area High School 
Property has been utilized for industrial purposes since at least the 1940’s. The most 
recent site operations were conducted by Rheem Manufacturing Company (Rheem) for 
the manufacturing of multiple products including water heaters.  The larger tract of land 
was purchased but never operated/utilized by Kraft Foods Global, Inc. (Kraft Foods).  On 
behalf of the Kraft Foods, URS Corporation (URS) entered the larger tract of land in the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency’s (IEPA) Site Remediation Program (SRP) in 
2003, and the IEPA assigned it the inventory number 0316700002/Cook County. The 
IEPA issued an NFR letter on November 17, 2003 for closure of the Property with an 
industrial-commercial use restriction and a restriction on the use of ground water via the 
Chicago ground water ordinance. In 2004, Kraft Foods decided to subdivide the larger 
tract of land into three parcels; Parcel 1 consists of the southeastern corner of the larger 
tract of land. Parcels 2 and 3 consist of the current school parcel and the northern 
portion of the eastern parcel (north of Parcel 1).  The attached figure illustrates the 
approximate location of the three parcels.  On behalf of Kraft Foods, Environmental 
Resources Management, Inc. (ERM) re-enrolled the all three Parcels into the SRP. 
Parcel 1 is to remain restricted to industrial-commercial use and subject to the conditions 
set forth in the 2003 NFR letter and is not to be utilized during site construction.  Parcels 
2 and 3 were remediated with the goal of obtaining an NFR letter based on residential 
use. All three parcels will remain under the ground water use restriction put forth in the 
2003 NFR letter.  
 
The contaminants of concern (COCs) identified on Parcels 2 and 3 (hereby referred to 
as the Remediation Site) included volatile organic compounds (VOCs), polynuclear 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PNAs), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), organochlorine 
pesticides, and metals. After determining the extent of contamination, remediation 
consisting of soil excavation and off-site disposal was performed between August and 
December 2008.  Most of the remediation consisted of removing the soils containing fill 
material from large areas of the western portion of the Remediation Site. 
 
Kraft Foods elected excavation and off-site disposal as the corrective action for the 
exceedances of the remediation objectives (ROs) for the residential and construction 
worker ingestion and inhalation pathways. The City of Chicago ordinance was utilized to 
prohibit the use of ground water within the city limits as a water supply source to address 
any exceedances of the soil and ground water component of the ground water ingestion 
exposure route ROs.  
 



All confirmatory samples collected during the site remediation met the site-specific ROs  
and the Remediation Site meets the requirements in 35 IAC 742.320 for exclusion of the 
ground water exposure route. Therefore, Kraft Foods requested that the IEPA issue a 
comprehensive NFR letter for the Remediation Site for residential use. 
 
The entire Property was transferred to the City of Chicago, in Trust for the construction 
and use as a School, and the Board of Education building for the City of Chicago 
 
SITE CLOSURE/CURRENT STATUS 
 
Following remediation activities, the Site Investigation and Remediation Objectives 
Report Addendum 2, Remedial Action Plan, and Remedial Action Completion Report for 
the Residential Parcels 2 & 3, dated April 2, 2009, was submitted by ERM, Inc. to the 
IEPA to document investigation and remedial activities at the site.  The IEPA granted an 
unconditional comprehensive NFR letter for the site on September 18, 2009.  The NFR 
letter states that the site was approved for either Residential or Industrial/Commercial 
land use with only a groundwater use restriction placed on the site.  The groundwater 
use restriction requires that no potable water wells can be installed on the site.  A copy 
of the final NFR letter for the school property is attached.  All environmental reports will 
be provided to the successful bidder following the notice of award.  
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Drawing edited by Terracon Consultants, Inc. with the addition of approximate parcel boundaries 6-16-2010


























