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CUBS AND CITY OF CHICAGO ANNOUNCE PLANS 
FOR PUBLIC MEMORIAL FOR ERNIE BANKS 

 
The Chicago Cubs and Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced today that Ernie Banks’ Wrigley Field 
statue will be placed in Daley Plaza this week from Wednesday morning through Saturday, allowing 
fans to honor and remember the Hall of Famer.  Banks passed away Friday night after suffering 
cardiac arrest at the age of 83.  
  
Banks became the first player in Cubs history to be honored with a statue at Wrigley Field in 
2008. Mayor Emanuel and the City of Chicago will host the statue, which has been temporarily 
removed from its home at the corner of Clark and Addison during the current phase of the Wrigley 
Field restoration project. The statue is being transported from a facility outside of the city where it 
is being restored and will be placed in Daley Plaza upon arrival in Chicago.   
  
Mayor Emanuel called Banks a friend who was a great ambassador for the City. 
  
“Ernie Banks’ legacy extends far beyond his Hall of Fame stats. He was beloved by generations of 
people for the way he played on the field and – more importantly – for the kind and warm person 
he was off the field,” said Mayor Emanuel. “We are bringing Ernie’s statue to Daley Plaza to honor 
not just one of the best ballplayers of all time, but a great man who made our city proud from the 
day we first met him in 1953.” 
  
"Ernie Banks was a great player and an even better person,” said Tom Ricketts, Chairman of the 
Cubs.  “He was a kind, gentle man who loved his fans as much as they loved him.  We couldn't think 
of a better way to honor Ernie than to allow those fans a way to pay their final respects to this great 
man." 
  
Inducted into Baseball's Hall of Fame in 1977, Banks was a lifelong Cub who played for 19 seasons. 
He was a 14-time All-Star and back-to-back National League Most Valuable Player in 1958 and 
1959. 
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Banks hit 512 home runs in his career, and his 277 home runs as a shortstop remain a National 
League record. 
 
The greatest player in franchise history, among Cubs, Banks ranks first in games played (2,528), at-
bats (9,421), extra-base hits (1,009) and total bases (4,706); second in home runs (512), RBI 
(1,636) and hits (2,583); third in doubles (407); fifth in runs scored (1,305); seventh in triples (90); 
and eighth in walks (763). 
  
He was the first Cub to have his number retired in 1982, was voted to Major League Baseball's All-
Century Team in 1999, and was presented with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2013. 
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