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Chicago Association of Realtors
2016 Good Neighbor Award
Albany Park Branch Library
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Chicago Building Congress
CBC/COAA Owners’ Choice Award
Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center Addition
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Chicago Building Congress
2016 Merit Award (New Construction Under $55M)
Chinatown Branch Library
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Urban Land Institute Chicago
2016 Public Investment Vision Award
Chinatown Branch Library
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Building Design + Construction
Gold Team Building Award
Chinatown Branch Library
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Vertical fins provide
essential shading for the
pebble-shaped library,
which is wr glass

GOLD AWARD GOLD AWARD
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UNITES AND SERVES TWO EMERGING
CHICAGO NEIGHBORHOODS

ne of Chicago's most signifi-

cant architectural additions

in 2015 was not a booming

high-rise at the center of
the Loop or a grand new park along the
lakefront. It was a small, pebble-shaped,
glass-and-steel library that serves as the
new beating heart of two neighbiorhaods
on the city's Sauth Sids.

The 16,000-st Chinatown Branch
Library is strategically placed at the nexus
of Ghicago's historic southern and emerg-
ng narthern Chinatown neighorhoods —
the intersection of Archer Avenue and

MAY 2016

Wentworth Avenue—with the
goal of uniting the communi-
ties and serving as a catalyst
for the developing area. It
provides much nesded public
spaces —indoor and out—for
the neighberhoods, and
makes a bold architectural
statement in an area that is
rich in tradition.

The library’s ovate form makes the
mast of the prominent, yet oddly shaped
site. It adheres ta Feng Shui principles by
matching the existing alignments of the

a
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‘This is a beautiiul jewel, built by utiizing
tools and building systems readily

ilable to the industry.'

Bill Kline, BTA Awards Juror

adjacent streets without creating aggres
sive cormers, and is designed and sited to
anticipate a futura realignment of Went-
worth Avenue that would encroacn omo
the site.

To reinforce the concept of the library

e BCnetwork.com
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JON MILLER, HEDRICH BLESSING

The interior spaces are situated around the
library's central atrium, which functiens as a
lounge, exhibition, and pre-funetion space.

as a civic, educational, and social hub, the
Building Team wrapged the structurs in an
ulira-transparent glass curtain wall, which
extends the full height af the two-story
structure. With minimal interier walls, the
iibrary offers patrans panoramic views of
the surmounding neighbiorheod. Likewise,
passersby can see deep into the first floor
of the liprary, especially at night, when the
building glows lke 2 beacon

The interior spa @ situated around
the licrary's Gentral atrium, which functions
as a lounge, exhibition, and pre-function
space, and features a curved staircase and
a single skylight aculus and reflector above,

Directly behind the staircasa is a glass-
wallad, MuUipUPeSa community masting
room that is used for lectures, tutoring,
quiet reading, lounge space, musical

MAY 2016

rehearsal, and special events. Acoustical
curtains divide the room into smaller areas,
and a double-door pantry allows library
staff members to serve beverages to both
1he meeting room and the entry lobby, The
first floor also housas the childran’s read-
ing area. The adult reading area and teen
spaces are on the second level

Throughout the library, acoustical fabric
screens provide definition and separation
when needed. Furnishings and book stor-
age solutions, including eye-height shelving
and community worktables, are arranged in
a variety of configurations to accommodate
muitiple uses, informal collaborative areas,
and intimate reading options.

The Building Team Awards judges com-
mended the project team for creating an
iconic library and much-needad community
anchor for Ghinatown on a relativaly mod-
est budget. (The project’s final cost/sf was
within 5% of the similarly-sized, single-story
Albary Branch Library completed in late
2014)

To keep costs within reason, the Building
Team oreated a highly flexible, apen-plan
interior scheme, which eliminated excess

circulation spaces, single-function rooms,
and non-assignable areas. This allowed tt
1eam to downsize the original program from
20,000 sf ta 16,000 sf. Also, where pos
sible, the team utilized off-the-shelf materi-
als and systems—for example, the simple
yet elagant vertical fins for solar snading,
and the radiant mat heating/cooling system
suspended from the metal decking, which
doubles as a ceiling system—to create a

BUILDING DESIGN+ CONSTRUCTION

truly one-cf-a-kind structure without the
exorbitant costs associated with a custom-
ized approach,

Since opening in late August 2015, the
liorary has quickly become a new gather-
ing place in Chinatown. In tha first four
months of operation, more than 85,000 visi-
tors checked out some 55,000 items from
the branch, an increase of 26% and 70%,
respectively, compared to the same time
periodt in 2014 at the previous facilty.

“This is a beautiful jewel, built by utilizing
tools and building systems readily avail-
able to the industry,” said awards judge Bill
Klin, VP, Heafthcare Studio Leader with
SmithGroupJJR, Washingten, D.C. “Any
team could do this, but this project shows
the benefit of actually doing it, and not just
taliing about it."

—QDavid Barista

GOLD AWARD
Chicago Public Library, Chinatown Branch
Chicago, .

BUILDING TEAM

= Submitting fiem: Wight & Company (ASR, CM)

# Owner: Chicago Public Library

= Developer: Publc Building Commission of
Chicago

» Architect: Skidmare, Owings & Meril

» Structural: Drucker Zsjdel Stuctural Engineers

= MEP: dbHMS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Project size: 18,000 s

Construction cost: $17.1 million

Construction period: May 2014 to August 2015
Delivery methad: Design-buld

www BOCnetwork.com
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Prequalification of General Contractors

Types B — E

City Licensing Scheme

NTE Project
Size Limit

greater
than
$10M

greater
than
$5M

greater
than
$2M

greater
than
$500K
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Calmeca Academy of Fine Arts & Dual Language
3456 West 38th Street: Ward 12
School opened September 2010
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Eric Solorio Academy High School
5400 South St. Louis: Ward 14
School opened September 2010
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George Westinghouse College Preparatory High School
3223 West Franklin Street: Ward 28
School opened September 2009
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Richard J. Daley College
Advanced Manufacturing Center
7500 South Pulaski Road: Ward 18

CITY COLLEGES of CHICAGO

Richard J. Daley

) | Education that Works
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